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St Anne’s Coffeetime 
 
 

A termly magazine about College news 
and events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this issue we have some notes from the 2008-09 
MCR president, a resume of the 2009 Gaudy as well 

as reports on Arts and Sports events. 
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Karen Heath is a Graduate Development Scholar at St 
!ÎÎÅȭÓȢ 3ÈÅ ÉÓ just going into the 3rd year of her DPhil in 
-ÏÄÅÒÎ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ Ï×Î $Ò 'ÁÒÅÔÈ 
Davies. She specialises in modern American political history, 
writing about the conservative movement and the National 
Endowment for the Arts from the 1950s - 1980s. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Gloria Lagou studies English Literature as an undergraduate 
at St Anne's. She enjoys and is interested in Art, dance and 
creative writing and is currently directing a production of 
Stephen Berkoff's 'Decadence'. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruben Leavitt is reading for an MPhil in Political Theory. 
The focus of his research is John Locke and the tensions 
between his religious and political philosophies in his Two 
Treatises on Government. 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Julia Powles is an Australian lawyer with a first degree in 
biological sciences.  At St Anne's she read for the Bachelor of 
Civil Law and was a keen rower in the Boat Club.  Her 
research interests are located at the nexus between law and 
science, as well as property theory and public law.  She is 
currently investigating core concepts in patent law, as well 
as the interaction between property and human rights. 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
About the Contributors – St Anne’s Coffeetime  Michaelmas 2009 



3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ #ÏÆÆÅÅÔÉÍÅ  9ÏÕÒ -#2 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ .ÏÔÅÂÏÏË Michaelmas Term 2009 

3 

 

Your MCR President’s Notebook. 
Karen Heath 
 
 

Why I *Heart* St Anne’s… 
 
)Ó ÉÔ ÏÕÒ ÆÕÒÒÙ ÓÔÕÆÆÅÄ ÂÅÁÖÅÒ ÍÁÓÃÏÔȩ  %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÕÒÉÔÅ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÂÁÒ 34!#3ȩ  -#2 ÄÉÎÎÅÒÓ 
(beetroot gazpachio with smoked eel & horseradish ice cream) mmmmmmh!  Or the 
opportuniÔÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÆÉÎÅÓÔ ÍÉÎÄÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÕÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ ×ÅÅË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
Thursday arts, humanities and social sciences discussion groups? 
 
OK, the beavers are certainly up there, but what a great line up we have for the Michaelmas 
2009 series alreadyȦ  4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 4ÒÉÓÔÒÁÍ (ÕÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇȟ ÔÒÅÎÄÙȟ 46 ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎȟ ×ÈÏȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
talk to us about popular history and his new book on Friedrich Engels.  We have Sheila 
Rowbotham, the esteemed feminist and I must confess, one of my life-long heroines.  I 
remember reading her Hidden from History about invisible women in history textbooks way 
back when I was doing my A-levels (and believe me, that was longer ago than you might 
ÔÈÉÎËȦɊ  0ÌÕÓ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÆÒÅÅ ÓÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈÅÓȟ ÊÕÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÆÆÅÅȦ  7ÈÏ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÓÕÃÈ ÔÈÉÎÇ Ás a 
free lunch? 

 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÓ ÙÅÔȟ ÍÁËÅ Á ÎÏÔÅ ÉÎ 
your diary to come on a Thursday (for arts, humanities and 
social sciences) or Friday lunchtime (for the sciences and 
mathematics) and look out for the flyers, posters, and e-
ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÎÂÏØȢ  7Å ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔȦ  )ÔȭÓ 
ÁÌÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÌȡ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
speaker before and afterwards, and you have the chance to 
debate and ask questions in a friendly and supportive 
environment with l ike-minded graduates.  If you have 
suggestions for great people you would love to invite, drop us 
Á ÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȦ 
 
 

Thanks to those of you who made last year a success and we look forward to meeting many 
more of you in Michaelmas!  
 
Karen, Rhianedd and Sarah 
The Thursday Lunchtime Team 
 

Ċ 
 

ȣÄo you? 
Image: Sophie Hodge 
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Careers in Management Consultancy 
 
Ever thought of a career in Management Consultancy?  Or wondered what the average MC 
ÄÏÅÓȩ  4ÈÉÎË )ȭÍ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ $*ȩ  7ÅÌÌ Alan Leaman, Chief Executive of 
the Management Consultancies Association answered all these questions and more, at one 
of our Thursday lunchtime slots!  
 
For the unenlightened, Alan outlined the ÒÁÉÓÏÎ ÄȭÅÔÒÅ of management consultancy through the 
4 Ps:  
People…  Management consultants provide access to good people with particular skills and a 
specific knowledge base. 
Perspective…  -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÔÓ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÁÎ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÖÉÅ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
get too close to the day to day business. 
Process…  Why invent the wheel wÈÅÎ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÏÎÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȩ  -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 
consultants share knowledge and in so doing, cut costs. 
Politics… ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐȦ  )ÔȭÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅ ÎÅ× ×ÁÙÓ 
of working if subject to external review. 
 
For those of you ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ -#Óȟ !ÌÁÎȭÓ book recommendation is Chris 
-Ã+ÅÎÎÁȭÓ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭÓ .Å×ÅÓÔ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȡ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ #ÏÎÓÕÌÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4×ÅÎÔÉÅÔÈ #ÅÎÔÕÒÙ.  
Available now from all good publishers! 
 
)ÔȭÓ Á ÒÅÁÌÌÙ diverse industry, so there are opportunities in strategy, human resources, 
financial services, change management, and professional services such as law.  The big growth 
ÁÒÅÁ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
a big squeeze on public spending.  Boo! fewer jobs there then, but yay for HR MCs! as staff will 
be looking for re-deployment, training and re-skilling. 
 
Alan also gave some hot tips for getting that vital first job ÉÎ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÎÃÙȟ ÁÓ ÌÅÔȭÓ 
ÆÁÃÅ ÉÔȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ for jobs somewhere at some point.  Basically, you need 
good technical skills (in your chosen specialist field) plus excellent soft skills (verbal, written, 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌȟ ÅÔÃɊȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÅÎÔÒÙȟ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÉÒÍÓ ÐÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
mid-career who have experience working in business, industry, the civil service, or wherever.  
)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÕÓÉÎÇ -ÉÃÒÏÓÏÆÔ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÅÉÔÈÅÒȦ 

Ċ 
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Top 10 Tips for Becoming an Academic 
 

1. Write a great thesis ɀ say something new, original and exciting.  This is key! 

2. $ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÁÄÓ ɀ be against the grain.  Pursue your own research ideas.  Keep 
up with recent journal articles in your area.  Remember that the framing of your thesis 
is key. 

3. Publications and papers are very important.  They are not only great for the CV, the 
process of publishing and presenting work is itself very useful.  Focus on the quality, 
not quantity.  Better 1 good article in a well-respected journal than 5 in a mediocre one.  
The same goes for conferences. 

4. Apply for temporary jobs and put them on your CV as experienceȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÔÈÁÔ 
this will be held against you ɀ everyone has to do it in this day and age. 

5. The economic outlook for the next few years is not great on the academic jobs front, 
but hang in there.  Take what you can get and believe that you will get there. 

6. Remember that at interviews you must perform.  Show that you have the ability to 
engage, make your research exciting and sell yourself.  This is especially difficult for 
the reticent Brits but do try! 

7. You will get a lot of rejections.  Deal with it.  Don’t internalise failure.  Keep plugging 
away and eventually you will get there.  

8. Practice selling in a couple of short, snappy sentences what your research is about.  
Always convey boundless enthusiasm for your subject, even when you have the 
hangover from hell. 

9. Make sure you keep an institutional affiliation when looking for that all important 
first job.  Your department and your College is your home. 

10. Start thinking and acting NOWȦ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÉÎÕÔÅȢ  'ÅÔ down to the 
Careers Service (Banbury Road, just opposite College) and start today! 

Ċ 
 
The above tips (with a few editorial embellishments) are summarised from an academic jobs talk 
given by Dr Jay Sexton (Corpus Christi), Dr Wendy Warren (Christ Church) and Dr Will Pettigrew 
(Corpus Christi) at the Rothermere American Institute in June 2009. 
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Reflections on the Gaudy Seminar, 9 May 2009. 
Julia Powles, BCL Student  
 

Dashing from an excellent rowing session on 
the Isis, I was delighted to recline behind the 
grey heads at the annual Gaudy seminar, a 
brilliant exposition of the value and benefits of 
elite and amateur sport. The forum was 
chaired by Jackie Ashley (1974), Guardian 
Columnist and political interviewer, and the 
panellists were all very impressive. They each 
gave a presentation and then the forum 
shifted into a Q&A session. First, we had the 
quite charming Victor Ubogu (1987), former 
prop for England (24 caps). He emigrated 
from Lagos, Nigeria in 1977. Sport gave him 
the opportunity to excel. He said that walking 
around the Quad today, he had the same pit in 
his stomach as he did when he first arrived for 

a one-ÙÅÁÒ ÓÔÁÙ ÁÔ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ ɉÁÇÅ ςσɊȢ (ÉÓ ÔÁÌË ÏÆ ÒÕÇÂÙ ÃÌÕÂ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÒÉÎËÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
the incredible build-up to the Varsity Match (with Rob Egerton and David Kirk) endeared me 
even further, and we had a nice chat at the end, remarking on the privilege of this opportunity 
and the surprising lack of support amongst Oxford academics for sporting prowess. He now 
runs a business doing event tours.  
 
Second was Susan Ward (1969), a physiologist and Emeritus Professor, formerly teaching 
Sport and Exercise Science at the University of Leeds. She is a studious woman, but I was 
impressed by her sporting accolades (Blue in rowing, swimming and squash). Her 
presentation was on elite sport science.  
 
)Ô ÉÓ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ τυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÍÁÒÁÔÈÏÎ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÈÏÕÒ 
ÓÌÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄȢ 3ÕÓÁÎ 
attributes the more rapid progress of women to the growing pool of competitive females as 
social constraints have relaxed over the past 50 years. There is of course also the contribution 
of sports science, medicine and technology. Science-wise, you can only be an elite athlete if 
you have got the genetic goods. Talent is on a power to endurance spectrum. If your genes 
express fast-twitch muscle fibres, you are made for power sports. On the other hand, with 
low-twitch fibres, large air sacks in the lungs, and large airways in the throat, you will be 
better at endurance. It helps if you are born on a mountain, too. 
 
Provided you have the talent, to be a winner you also need determination and passion. Susan 
was talking about the potential for gene profiling in addition to current aptitude testing. What 
new sporting world lies on the horizon? Imagine if everyone got tested at birth, so you grew 
up knowing the sports you were suited to, as well as knowing the potentiality of great success 
or, in most cases, great limitations. I think this would totally warp my approach to sport (and 
life). Life is a choose-your-own-adventure. We do things because we want to do them, not 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÉÔ ÉÆ ×Å ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÉÇÅÏÎ-hole human fulfilment. 
What I like about sport is that it gives everyone the chance to get better and to build and 
strive for something with others.  
 

Gaudy 2009 Seminar Speakers. 
L-R:  Andy Swiss (1993), chair Jackie Ashley (1974), 
Prof Susan Ward (1969), Victor Ugobu (1987) and 
ASM President Jim Stanfield (1979) 
Photo: St AÎÎÅȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ, Keith Barnes 
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A couple of random noteworthy facts from Susan: (1) Usain Bolt apparently has insanely long 
Achilles tendons; (2) sport is not only studied for sport-sake, but can help beyond a sporting 
context. Wound healing has an enormous oxygen cost. So one of the ways of predicting post-
ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÔÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÎÁÅÒÏÂÉÃ ÔÈÒÅÓÈÏÌÄȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÅÁÔȢ  
 
The third speaker was eloquent BBC sports news correspondent, Andy Swiss (1993). His 
presentation was carefully prepared and presented; definitely in the vein of my preferred 
style of public presentation. He tried out reporting during university and landed a job with the 
BBC some 10 years ago. He set out the challenge of news for radio/TV ɀ a simple, captivating 
and memorable message, which meets the interests of fans and critics; and live reporting ɀ 
danger that a random thought will cross your mind and enter discussion. Alan Partridge 
looms large in the minds of modern sports writers. One of the things that Andy enjoys so 
ÍÕÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ Á ÃÈÏÒÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÄ ×ÏÒÌÄȱȢ ) ÁÇÒÅÅȢ (ÉÓ 
ÆÁÖÏÕÒÉÔÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ /ÌÙÍÐÉÃÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ȰÉÔ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÎÓÐÏÉÌÔ ÂÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ or money, 
ÐÕÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÍÉÔÓȟ ÅÁÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌȱȢ  
 

A theme of discussion was the contrast 
between elite sport and sport for the masses. 
Jackie expressed some reservations on the 
intensity of professional sports, echoed by 
Andy with the suggestion that modern sport 
has abandoned its pure roots, while Susan 
ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÍÁÔÅÕÒ ȬÓÐÏÒÔȭ ÁÓ ȰÍÅÒÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ 
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȱȢ "ÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÓȟ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÉÓ 
imperative that the two continue to exist in 
parallel. They have common features ɀ at its 
best, all sport is stimulating, uplifting and 
makes people happy ɀ but also different aims. 
Elite sport is about entertainment, individual 
achievement, collective support, and the sheer 

limits of the human body. Sport for the masses is about individual challenges ɀ personal 
(striving for excellence) and interpersonal (learning to work together, to win well, and to lose 
well). I believe wholeheartedly in the value of sport for all. And not just the kiddies either. 
Sport is still considered as some form of play. But I think everyone, including professors and 
managing directors, would do well to get themselves on a sports team and sort their 
ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ȬÌÅÖÅÌ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÆÉÅÌÄȭ ÉÓ ÉÎÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÌÉÆÅȢ "ÕÔ ÉÓ ÉÔ 
naïve to think there is ever really a level playing field. 

Ċ 

Gaudy 2009: Gaudy Tea (with strawberries) 
0ÈÏÔÏȡ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ, Keith Barnes 
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St Anne’s Arts Week 2009 
Gloria Lagou, JCR Arts and Literature representative 
 
4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !ÒÔÓ 7ÅÅË ×ÁÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ Á ×ÉÄÅ ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÉÃ 
backgrounds came together in the name of creativity and fun. From photography and creative 
writing to acting and craft; it felt like all areas of artistic pursuit had been covered.  

 
4ÈÅ ×ÅÅË ËÉÃËÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÏ Á ÆÉÎÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ Ȭ/ÐÅÎÉÎÇ 
.ÉÇÈÔ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔȭ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÌÏÒÉÁ ,ÁÇÏÕȢ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ 
choir began with a lively rendition of the 
traditional African - !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ Ȭ4ÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ 
4ÒÁÉÎȭ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÔÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
(Õ× $ÁÖÉÅÓ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ 4ÏÍ ,ÅÈÒÅÒȭÓ Ȭ0ÏÉÓÏÎÉÎÇ 
0ÉÇÅÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒËȭȟ !ÍÙ 4ÈÏÍÐÓÏÎ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ )ÁÎ 
#ÌÁÒËÅȭÓ ÆÌÁÓÈÙ ÆÌÕÔÅ ÓÏÌÏ Ȭ4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 4ÒÁÉÎ 2ÁÃÅȭ ÁÎÄ 
3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ 3×ÉÎÇ "ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ !ÒÅÔÈÁ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎȭÓ Ȭ2ÅÓÐÅÃÔȭ ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 
"ÕÂÌÅȭÓ ÁÄÁÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ 
Ȭ-ÏÏÎÄÁÎÃÅȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅÄ 
selected poetry readings from undergraduates 
George Kynaston, Louise Simpson and Micah Smith 
ÒÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ *ÏÈÎ $ÏÎÎÅȭÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÕÎ 2ÉÓÉÎÇȭ ÔÏ 
,ÁÒËÉÎȭÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ 4ÒÅÅÓȭȢ &ÌÁÍÅÎÃÏ ÄÁÎÃÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ 
director of Oxford Flamenco Academy, Amarita 
Vargas, graced us with a well-choreographed and 
fantastically costumed group Flamenco 
ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȟ ÎÉÃÅÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ 9ÉÎÇ 7ÕȭÓ Ȭ&ÁÎ 
&ÕÓÉÏÎȭ- a cleverly choreographed mix of 
traditional Chinese fan dance with hip-hop. With a 
full -house of enthusiastic and appreciative students 
the week could not have got off to a better start. 
 

4ÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÏÐ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ $ÙÌÁÎ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȭ Ȭ5ÎÄÅÒ 
-ÉÌË 7ÏÏÄȭȟ ÃÏ-directed by fellow drama-nuts Madeline Wright and Chiara Crean. Students 
gathered outside 27 Banbury each evening to enjoy and admire the energetic performances of 
their peers in what many know to be a very challenging and beautifully poetic play. The 
following day, well-ËÎÏ×Î ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏË ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ +ÏÒËÙ 0ÁÕÌ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
JCR and MCR to give a very entertaining and personal talk about the artistic journey which led 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 6ÁÌÅÒÉÅ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȭ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ Ȭ7ÉÎÎÉÅ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÔÃÈȭ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
book series. It was particularly good to see members of the JCR and MCR come together, 
reminding many of us that, despite differences in age, we are all here because we love 
learning.  
 
&ÒÉÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ !ÒÔ ÁÎÄ 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÙ /ÇÉÌÖÉÅ &ÏÙÅÒ ÐÒÏÖÅÄ Á ÈÕÇÅ 
success; a good number of students turned up to support their peers, witnessing the efforts 
friends had put into talents they never knew they had. Amongst those exhibiting were Ling Ge, 
Jonathan Leighton, Hannah Hurford and Ashley Bond. The week ended just as superbly as it 
ÈÁÄ ÂÅÇÕÎ ×ÉÔÈ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ Ï×Î Ȭ1ÕÁÄ ÄÁÙȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÉÎÉ-market stalls and henna tattoos 
attracted much interest and the Imps workshop was attended by a dedicated following of 
fans. Finally, despite weather, Open Mic on the quad organized by Olivia Wakefield brought 
the week to a fantastic end with outstanding performances from all.     Ċ

The Flamenco performance 
Photo: Gloria Lagou 

Fan Fusion ɀ Chinese fan dance meets hip-hop. 
Photo: Gloria Lagou 
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Oxford Wins National Championship of Ice Hockey 
Ruben Leavitt 
 
 
Sheffield, United Kingdom ɀ ȰυȢȢȢτȣσȣςȣρȣȱ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ-keeping official say, after 
which I was a member of national championship-winning Oxford Blues Ice Hockey Team. 
 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÂÁÃËÔÒÁÃË ςτ ÈÏÕÒÓȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ 
time Oxford won a national title of 
any kind, to the best of my 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ρωσσȟȱ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÌÏÕÄ 
Captain Julian de Hoog to his 
teammates at the team barbeque 
from the printed email he had 
received from team historian 
-ÉÃÈÁÅÌ Ȱ-ÏÏÓÅȱ 4ÁÌÂÏÔȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ 
of history bore down on our 
shoulders in that moment. But that 
×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÄ 
about: over half the team had not 
played a proper hockey game in six 
×ÅÅËÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÌÆ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ 
done so in at least five. Because the 

ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ /ØÆÏÒÄȭÓ ÍÉÄ-term break, the team was not able to 
schedule on-ice practices until the week before the national championship match, and even 
then, they were only able to fit in two.  
 
We were out of shape, and would also be missing our starting goaltender due to a bronchial 
ÉÎÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÁÓÔÈÍÁȢ $ÁÖÉÄ 0ÕÔÎÉÎÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÓÏÌÉÄ ÂÁÃËÓÔÏÐ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
league match, save one, during the season, posting league-leading stats. With him out, young 
Andy Peterson, caÌÌÅÄ ÕÐ ÆÒÏÍ /ØÆÏÒÄȭÓ 4ÉÅÒ )) ÓÑÕÁÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 4ÉÅÒ ) ÌÅÁÇÕÅ ÍÁÔÃÈȟ 
had some big shoes to fill. All season I had encouraged Andy to come out to our practices (to 
which he came to many), and now he was being given the chance to play in an actual game for 
us ɀ the national championship no less! 
 
The next day we Blues showed why Oxford was ranked number one in the BUIHA power 
rankings, capping off a perfect season (not one loss) with a 6-2 victory over the Nottingham 
Mavericks. The team took a while to shake off the rust, going down 1-0 and 2-1, but after 
shaking up the lines a bit and a spectacular breakaway save by Andy, all the pistons fired up 
and there was no turning back. 
 
/ØÆÏÒÄȭÓ ÒÅÌÅÎÔÌÅÓÓ ÆÏÒÅÃÈÅÃË ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ -ÁÖÅÒÉÃË ÔÕÒÎÏÖÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄuced a slew of 
offensive opportunities. We notched five unanswered goals in the second and third periods ɀ I 
got a secondary assist on one of them. This was complemented by a shut-down performance 
from Andy and the Oxford defence. 
 
Due to technical difficulties, the last six minutes had to be recorded on a stop watch and the 
time called out between whistles. I was on the ice for the last shift, listening to the time-
ËÅÅÐÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÉÖÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÓȡ ȰυȢȢȢτȣσȣςȣρȣȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÔÅÁÍ ÒÕÓÈÅÄ ÏÎÔÏ 
the ice and we all tossed our gloves and helmets in the air. We shouted with jubilation and 

The team photo 
Photo: Ruben Leavitt 
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excitedly embraced each other. When we received our trophy, we admired the fruits of our 
spectacular and unprecedented season. 
 
Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÍ ÇÅÔÓ their name on that trophy, and every player deserves 
ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÏÎÉÇÈÔȱ *ÕÌÉÁÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÇÏ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÏÐÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ /ØÆÏÒÄȟ ÎÏÒ ÁÆÔÅÒ ×Å ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄȢ -Ù ÔÅÁÍÍÁÔÅÓ 
nicely allowed me to keep it in my room at RSH. I find myself staring at it every few minutes, 
either replaying moments from the championship match or from matches earlier in the 
season in my head.  
 
Assistant Captain Rod Lubbock said to me that it felt good for him to raise the cup because the 
ÃÌÕÂ ȰÎÏ× ÈÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÉÏÕÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢȱ )Ô ÂÒÉÎÇÓ Á ÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓ ÓÍÉÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÙ 
face to know that I was a part of making that history. 
 

After the game, Andy recounted sitting in the 
stands for our home game against the London 
Dragons earlier in the ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ "ÌÕÅÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÃÒÏÓÓÅÄ ÍÙ ÍÉÎÄȟȱ 
ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ3Ïȟ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÓÕÒÒÅÁÌȣȢ ) 
reckon most people can say they won a trophy; few 
can say they are national cÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓȦȱ 4ÈÁÔ 
comment truly struck a chord with me. Before 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ /ØÆÏÒÄ ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ )ȭÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÌÁÙ ÈÏÃËÅÙ 
ÁÇÁÉÎȢ )ȭÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅÖÅÎ ×ÏÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Á 
ÃÏÕÎÔÙ ÔÉÔÌÅȢ .Ï×ȟ )ȭÍ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ champion. It feels 
great. 

Ċ 
 
 

Ċ 
 

Ruben (left) with teammates and the trophy 
Photo: Ruben Leavitt 


